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authour of so excellent a book as The Whole Duty of Manz should conceal himself. JOHNSON. 'There may be different reasons assigned for this, any one of which would be very sufficient. He may have been a clergyman, and may have thought that his religious counsels would have less weight when known to come from a man whose profession was Theology. He may have been a man whose practice was not suitable to his principles, so that his character might injure the effect of his book, which he had written in a season of penitence. Or he may have been a man of rigid self-denial, so that he would have no reward for his pious labours while in this world, but refer it all to a future state.'
The gentlemen went away to their club, and I was left at Beauclerk's till the fate of my election should be announced to me. I sat in a state of anxiety which even the charming conversation of Lady Di Beauclerk could not entirely dissipate. In a short time I received the agreeable intelligence that I was chosena. I hastened to the place of meeting, and was introduced to such a society as can seldom be found. Mr. Edmund Burke, whom I then saw for the first time, and whose splendid talents had long made me ardently wish for his acquaintance; Dr. Nugent, Mr. Gar-rick, Dr. Goldsmith, Mr. (afterwards Sir William) Jones3, and the company with whom I had dined. Upon my entrance, Johnson placed himself behind a chair, on which he leaned as on a desk or pulpit, and with humorous formality
1  In the Academy, xxii. 348, 364, 382, Mr. C. E. Doble shews strong grounds for the belief that the author was Richard Allestree, D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity, Oxford, and Provost of Eton.    Cowper spoke of it as 'that repository of self-righteousness and pharisaical lumber;' with which opinion Southey wholly disagreed.    Southey's Cowper, i. 116.
2  Johnson said to Boswell:—' Sir, they knew that if they refused you they'd probably never have got in another.    I'd have kept them all out.    Beauclerk was very earnest for you.'    Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 21,1773.
3  Garrick and Jones had been elected this same spring.    See ante, \, 556, note 3.
gaveation of the war of Heaven fills it with incongruity ; and the book in which it is related is, I believe, the favourite of children, and gradually neglected as knowledge is increased.'
